
From Reaction to Resilience: 

Strengthening Communities 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Rick Wojtkiw (President) 

Sturgeon County, AB 

Dean Rear ( Vice President) 

Metro Vancouver  

Noreen Kassam (Treasurer) 

City of Burnaby, BC 

Susan Broadfoot (Secretary) 

Broadwell Services  

Lorrie Schmalenberg  

 Regina, SK 

Nettie Neudorf   

City of Portage la Prairie, MB 

Betty Holsten-Boyer  

City of Winnipeg, MB 

Brian Parschauer 

City of Prince Albert, SK 

Kelly Gibson 

Town of Banff, AB 

Lindsay Schneider 

Whitehorse Yukon 

Carl Bird 

Yellowknife, NWT 

 

 

 

 

WESTERN CANADA  

 
March 2014 Page 1 

Inside this issue: 

President’s Message  

Job Postings 

2 

Report to audit  

committee 

3 

Conference details 4 

The theme for our 2014 conference in Calgary 

this fall will be: From Reaction to Resilience: 

Strengthening Communities. This idea clearly 

came from the Local Organizing committee 

wanting to generate lessons from last year’s 

flood in Calgary. How do communities pre-

pare to be able to respond to that sort of 

emergency? Is there anything they can do to 

prevent certain events? How can we all be-

come more resilient? In particular, what can 

the Finance department do? These issues will 

be addressed by various experts and a day 

long stream will be devoted to the issues so 

that this will attract non-finance staff as well. 

We are hopeful that Mayor Nenshi of Calgary 

will be able to speak; but certainly some of the 

staff who were directly involved will be availa-

ble to share their experiences and the lessons 

they learned. . As in past conferences, we will 

offer all the regular features in  our program: 

the Economic update, the annual PSAB update 

(Tim Beauchamp is already confirmed), the 

Budget Officers Forum etc. and an address by 

the President of the GFOA International. We 

will also address any emerging financial issues 

that you will need to be dealing with over the 

next year. While the program is yet to be final-

ized, we can assure you that it will be dynamic, 

relevant, and professional. 

Contact us: 

westan.gfoa@shaw.ca 

(250) 598-6871 

www.westcangfoa.ca 

We are proud to present our Keynote 

Speaker, General Rick Hillier, retired, 

who has 30 years of experience with the 

Canadian Forces, including the three he 

served as Canada’s Chief of the Defence 

Staff.   Throughout his career, he has had 

the privilege and pleasure of commanding 

troops from the platoon to multi-national 

formation level with Canada, Europe, Asia 

and the United States.  The leadership 

skills for responding to a disaster situation 

are not so different than those on the 

front lines of combat.  General Hillier will 

provide his insight into what it takes for 

individuals to be responsive and resilient 

in times of emergency when it is neces-

sary to get the job done.     

General Rick Hillier will be our Keynote 

http://www.westcangfoa.ca
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Hello everyone. Right about now, I’m sure most of us realize that 

procrastinating on those few reconciliations and journal entries 

during the year has now come around to bite us … in the you 

know where!  As we scramble to complete year-end, the sun is 

shining in Alberta and the snow is finally melting.  

Speaking of Alberta, the City of Calgary is no stranger to being 

ranked number one in surveys regarding economic, social or 

environmental issues.  For 2014, Calgary also ranks number one 

on another list, Calgary is the top destination for the Western 

GFOA Conference!  Calgary, who are well known for their 

generosity and down to earth hospitality, has opened their doors 

October 8 to 10 to educate and entertain us at the downtown 

“Palliser Hotel.” 

To date, there has been a significant amount of planning discussion 

regarding appropriate topics for the conference presentation.  As 

always the board, staff and conference organizers strive to provide 

information on the latest topics relevant to finance officers across 

Western Canada.  The conference has a good balance between 

technical, leadership and motivational sessions to ensure that we 

all benefit. 

Lately, board activity has centered on revising the organization’s 

constitution to comply with new federal standards, modifying the 

website to facilitate job postings and of course conference 

planning. 

The Board of Directors welcomed some new and returning 

members.  Lindsay Schneider joins the board from the City of 

Whitehorse.  Noreen Kassam from the City of Burnaby fills the 

seat vacated by Diana Lokken from the Capital Regional District 

and Carl Bird from the City of Yellowknife has returned to the 

board after a brief hiatus.   

Many thanks from myself and the board for all the hard work 

Diana has contributed 

over the years. 

Make sure to book the 8th 

to 10th in Calgary so I will 

see you there! 

 

WESTERN CANADA  

International GFOA  Minneapolis, MN May 18-21,  2014 

GFOA ALBERTA Red Deer. AB May 25–28, 2014 

GFOABC Nanaimo, BC May 28-30, 2014  

 
Rick Wojtkiw, CMA 

General Manager, 

Corporate Support 

Sturgeon County 

Presidents Report 
We have started a new service to post jobs on our 

website for any government finance position in Western 

Canada where the candidates are required to have a 

professional accounting designation. Here is a sample—

New positions will be posted each week. 

Corporate Treasurer. Palliser Regional Schools, Al-

berta.  

Accountant, Fraser Valley Regional Library, Del-

ta, BC  

Financial Planning Manager, City of Kelowna BC.  

Director, Financial Planning and Analysis – Engi-

neering, City of Vancouver, BC.  

Associate Director of Budgets City of Vancouver, 

BC.  

Director of Finance, Municipality of the County 

of Richmond, NS. 

Director of Finance and Administration, Town of 

Hay River, NT  

Finance Manager, City of Fort Simpson, NT.  

Manager of Financial Services, Columbia Shus-

wap RD. Salmon Arm, BC.  

Director of Finance, Mackenzie County. Fort 

Vermillion, AB.  

Manager of Finance, Saddle Hills County. Spirit 

River, AB.  

Job Posting Service 

SAVE THESE 

DATES 

http://westcangfoa.ca/job-postings/
https://prshra.bellamysoftware.com/HRSApplicant/ShowCompetitionDetails.do;jsessionid=2psr3p95q1nc5we4hpdpvhmn?id=2010511
http://www.fvrl.bc.ca/pdf/jobs/14-042.pdf
https://careeropportunities.kelowna.ca/applicants/jsp/shared/position/JobDetails_css.jsp?postingId=151147
http://vancouver.ca/files/cov/Director-Engineering-Financial-Planning-Analysis.pdf
http://vancouver.ca/files/cov/Director-Engineering-Financial-Planning-Analysis.pdf
http://vancouver.ca/files/cov/associate-director-budgets-job-ad.pdf
http://www.richmondcounty.ca/default.asp?mn=1.162
http://hayriver.com/uploads/documents/job-postings/Director_of_Finance_Job_Posting_-_February_2014.pdf
http://www.fortsimpson.com/sites/default/files/2014_finance_manager.pdf
http://www.csrd.bc.ca/news-notices/opportunities/careers/fri-02072014-0912/manager-financial-services
http://www.mackenziecounty.com/images/Director%20of%20Finance%20-%202014-02-21.pdf
http://saddlehills.ab.ca/blog/index.php/manager-of-finance/#more-993


Kristine Simpson is a 

Partner in the BDO 

Canada LLP Public 

Sector Group and 

works out of BDO’s 

Vancouver and Langley 

offices  
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You are running around at the last minute putting together the package for 

your audit committee and proofing your financial statements. You realize you 

have not written your report to the committee.   

The committee is likely not a group of certified accountants who enjoy reading 

40 pages of financial statements.  They may not read them at all.  Your report 
is your chance to get the committee’s attention and ensure they understand 
the organization’s financial status, how you performed, and the impact on the 

future.  Focus on the key points of your message, deliver those points in plain 
English not accountants’ technical lingo, and summarize the key drivers that 

affected the results.   

Did we meet budget?  Remind them of the key assumptions in the budget, so 
they remember how the Council or Board derived the budget.  What key fac-

tors had an impact on revenue results, volumes, rates?  Were you able to 
maintain expenses in line with budgets? Focus on the significant items (like pay-

roll FTEs and wage rates) and discretionary items. 

Explain the areas of judgment.  Where did you have significant esti-

mates?  What were the key factors your considered in coming up with your 
estimate?  What is the potential risk that the figure will be higher or lower and 

how much? 

What is the impact going forward?  How do you plan to cover any deficit, e.g. 

use reserve funds?  If you have unexpected surpluses, where is the best place 

to use those funds?  Make a recommendation, so they get used effectively. 

Prepare the report in writing and deliver the package well ahead of the meet-
ing.  Your committee needs time to comprehend the information.  Your clear 

and concise report will ensure they focus on the important areas. It will give 
them comfort that you have covered all the bases.  This way, when you deliver 

the messages orally in the committee meeting, you can focus on value added 

strategic discussions. 

CFO’s Report to the Audit Committee: 

Delivering Your Message  
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BRONZE SPONSORS 

 

WESTERN CANADA  

SILVER SPONSORS 

Conference in Calgary, October 8th to 10th, 2014 

 

 

Hotel 
Our room block at the Palliser 

is already full, so we have 

rooms at the Marriott across 

the road at the same rate. 

Please go to . https://

resweb.passkey.com/go/

GFOAWestern  

Tradeshow 
We are pleased to welcome 

both returning and new exhibi-

tors!! Please register here for 

the tradeshow at: 

http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/

event/GFOAWCExhibitors.asp  

Registration 
Will officially open in April. We 

will be circulating  a brochure 

with program details next 

month. Cost will be$600 . 

($650 after July 15th) 
http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/event/GFO

AWCDelegates.asp  

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/GFOAWestern
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/GFOAWestern
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/GFOAWestern
http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/event/GFOAWCExhibitors.asp
http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/event/GFOAWCExhibitors.asp
http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/event/GFOAWCDelegates.asp
http://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/event/GFOAWCDelegates.asp

