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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Jamie Black is President of F.H. Black & Company Incorporated. For the last 20 years, he has 
consulted and trained finance officers, auditors & accountants in government, higher education, and 
corporations throughout Canada and the U.S. His work focuses on increasing efficiency & 
effectiveness through the implementation of technology & best practices to ensure that finance 
departments do more with less, do it better than it was done before and do it in less time.  
 
Darryl Parker is the Manager of RPA and Accounting Automation Services at F.H. Black & Company 
Incorporated.  For over 13 years he has provided technical consultation and training to hundreds of 
finance departments across North America. As a computer programmer and a designated CPA he is 
uniquely qualified to identify inefficiencies in business process and apply technological resolutions.  

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

Data Analytics & Dashboards 

Speaker: Jamie Black & Darryl Parker 

Company/Organization: FH Black and Co 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: jblack@fhblack.com dparker@fhblack.com 

Contact through rraymond@fhblackinc.com 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Finance departments are collecting and communicating more data than ever. Using multiple 
solutions including numerous spreadsheets, ERP and budget software to collect, analyze and process 
the data is not unusual. Acquiring, cleaning, compiling and presenting this data in an easily digestible 
way for council, management or other stakeholders can be a monumental/border-line impossible 
task.  Supplying them with well-designed graphical communications will enable rapid 
comprehension, analysis and decision making. Providing a weak, ill-conceived presentation can be 
much worse than providing none at all. 
 
 

Session # 112 

Tuesday 

8:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Shayne Kavanagh is the Senior Manager of Research for GFOA and has been a leader in developing 
the practice and technique of long-term financial planning and policies for local government. He 
started GFOA’s long-term financial planning and policy line of research in 2002 and has been working 
with governments on financial planning and policies ever since.  He is the author of a number of 
influential books on financial planning in city government. His forthcoming book, Financial 
Foundations for Thriving Communities, takes a Nobel Prize winning body of work about how to 
sustain commonly owned natural resources and applies it to a community’s commonly owned 
financial resources: the public budget. 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

Financial Policies and Planning: Going to the Next 
Level with the new GFOA Financial Foundations 
Framework 

Speaker: Shayne Kavanagh 

Company/Organization: GFOA International 

Phone: (312) 977-9700 x 2276 

Cell Phone: (312) 339-4345 

Email: skavanagh@gfoa.org 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Over the past few years GFOA has been researching a new formula for how local governments can 
maintain their financial health and thereby contribute to a thriving community. This new formula is 
based on a Nobel-prize winning body of work about how communities can make better decisions 
about shared resources, such as a public budget. It builds on the concepts of long-term financial 
planning and financial policies. It also raises new concepts that are vital to financial health. At this 
session, you will be introduced to these financial foundations and find out how you can start to put it 
into practice. 

Session #113 

Tuesday 

8:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Speaker /Trainer: Jude Pillainayagam, MBA, P. Eng., MIAM, ISP 
Jude Pillainayagam is a senior engineer in municipal engineering sector over 20 years and the Asset 
Management Engineer at the City of Coquitlam. Jude possesses a diverse educational background 
and experience.  Jude is also an accountant and a certified Information System Professional.  He is a 
member of Canadian Network of Asset Managers (CNAM) and the Institute of Asset Management 
(IAM), UK and he has carried out extensive work in the area of asset management.   
Speaker/Trainer:  Michelle Hunt, CPA 
Michelle is the General Manager of Finance and Technology at the City of Coquitlam and was 
instrumental in developing the UBCM award winning “Sustainable Asset Management Funding 
Framework.”  Michelle has over 20 years of public sector experience in finance and related areas and 
has worked in asset management from both the governance and operational perspectives. 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

Asset Management for Finance Officers 

Speaker: Jude Pillainayagam & Michelle Hunt 

Company/Organization: City of Coquitlam 

Phone: 604-927-6228 

Cell Phone: 604-499-8002 

Email: JPillainayagam@coquitlam.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
This workshop will allow people to: 

• Get confidence with asset management concepts, terms and practices through the eyes and 
perspective of an accounting professional 

• Get familiarized with the roles of a financial professional in asset management functions 

• Understand how the asset management industry has evolved, and bench mark your activities 
and organization’s position. 

Session #114 

Tuesday 

8:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Ted Graham is the Head of Open Innovation at GM. He works with outside partners to solve 
important issues that will shape the future of transportation. Previously, he was the Innovation 
Leader at PwC Canada where he helped to turn ideas into invoices. He is also founder of the South 
Core Innovation Hub, a collaborative group of innovation leaders from Toronto’s unique waterfront 
area. Member organizations include large banks, startups, public transportation – all of whom are 
looking to make a substantial impact on their communities. Prior to PwC Ted was a McKinsey strategy 
consultant with a focus on understanding and leveraging people networks to influence the spread of 
ideas. 
 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

The Uber of Everything (Plenary) 

Speaker: Ted Graham 

Company/Organization: Keynote speaker 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: tedgraham1@gmail.com 

Contact through Jeff Jacobson 604-762-4992  jj@talentbureau.com 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Ted will speak about five things he learned about disruptive innovation as an UberX driver and how 
to apply some of these lessons across a multitude of industries on the cusp of disruption. His first-
hand account was initially released as a widely read LinkedIn influencer post, then a CBC Metro 
Morning interview and is now part of his book called “The Uber of Everything” released this past 
year. 
He will tailor his talk to the Government Finance community by addressing how the regulation and 
taxing of the disruptive economy may be difficult for municipalities; yet, on the other hand how 
some of disruptive technologies may be used to make us all more responsive and efficient. 
 

Session #211 

Wed 8:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Chris Sainsbury is the National Lead for Smart Cities for KPMG in Canada. Based out of Vancouver, 
Chris advises clients in the Municipal and Transportation sector on strategy and policy development, 
business transformation and infrastructure management. Chris brings global insight and experience 
into a challenging sector with a rapidly changing landscape, bridging the gap between traditional 
infrastructures and emerging technologies. 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

Smart Cities: Funding a More Livable Future 

Speaker: Chris Sainsbury 

Company/Organization: KPMG 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: christophersainsbury@kpmg.ca 

Contact through Brandon Ma 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
The urban landscape as we know it is rapidly changing: Mass urbanization, climate change, 

technological disruption have far reaching implications and present a host of challenges for today’s 

society. The rise of the Smart City has galvanized attention across Canada - but how can cities, 

irrespective of size or geography, ensure future opportunities are realized? In this session, Chris 

Sainsbury will discuss the challenges and opportunities that come with the rise of Smart Cities, and 

the need to find creative solutions to fund them. Learn how a holistic approach to funding and 

financing Smart Cities can help position Canadian municipalities to become more resilient, agile and 

forward-thinking. Building the smart foundational elements today, for a better tomorrow. 

 

Session #221 

Wed 10:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
 
Jo-Anne St. Godard has served as Executive Director of Recycling Council of Ontario (RCO) since 2001. 
Her expertise focuses on the development of policies, programs, and practices that advance the 
circular economy, and drive positive environmental and economic outcomes with market-based 
instruments. In doing so, Ms. St.Godard harnesses unique opportunities to facilitate relationships 
throughout supply and value chains that transition environmental obligations and interests into 
opportunity. 
 

 

 

Notes: Free conference registration. She will pay own expenses  

Session Title: 
 

Circular Procurement 

Speaker: Jo-Anne St. Godard 

Company/Organization: Recycling Council of Ontario 

Phone: 416-657-2797  

Cell Phone:  

Email: joanne@rco.on.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Governments worldwide are embracing circular procurement as a strategic tool to fulfill 
environmental, social, and economic objectives. In Canada public sector procurement is valued at 
$200 billion and governments are recognizing how purchasing can advance policy goals while 
simultaneously maintaining financial prudency and fairness. While governments have started to 
incorporate circular procurement, there is still untapped potential to leverage its ability and measure 
its effectiveness. Jo-Anne St.Godard showcases the value of circular procurement to drive markets.  
 

 

Session # 222 

Wednesday  

10:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Laura is a senior manager in PwC’s Global People and Organization practice - a team of 10,000 change 
management, cultural transformation, talent development, organizational strategy and HR analytics 
professionals. 
 
Laura loves helping clients identify and harness the inherent strengths and wisdom of people at all 
levels. She specializes in change management, communications, stakeholder engagement, training 
and workforce transition. During her 5 years at PwC, and 15 years in consulting, Laura has worked 
with mining, energy, financial services and public sector clients across BC and Canada to design and 
execute transformational programs that support lasting and sustainable change.  
 

 

 

 
Notes: 

 

Session Title: 
 

Workforce of the Future and impact on Finance 
personnel 

Speaker: Laura Benson 

Company/Organization: PwC 

Phone:  

Cell Phone: 604 785 7509 

Email: laura.j.benson@pwc.com 

Contact through Sarah Marsh 604 806 7123 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Canadian executives are less likely than their global counterparts to focus on upskilling their people 
to work in the digital age. This is at odds with those who said the No. 1 barrier to success in digital 
initiatives is the lack of suitably skilled teams. More specifically, when it comes to cybersecurity and 
privacy, while 60% of Canadian executives said they strategically manage their risks related to 
cybersecurity and privacy, only 17% said skills in these areas are important. 
 

Session #231 

Wednesday 

11:15am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Gordon Ruth, FCPA, FCGA was previously the Executive Vice President of Certification and Operations 

for the Chartered Professional Accountants of BC. Mr. Ruth was also the Chief Executive Officer for 

the Certified General Accountants of BC for almost five years. He has held several positions in the 

public sector, ranging from the federal government to BC Hydro. He spent 15 years with the Greater 

Vancouver Regional District (now Metro Vancouver) where he became the Chief Financial Officer and 

helped steward the financial affairs of this regional federation of municipalities. 

 

 

 

Notes: Terri Van Sleuwen will also be present 

 

 

 

Session Title: 
 

Improving Local Government Emergency Management 
 

Speaker: Gordon Ruth 

Company/Organization: Municipal AG 

Phone: 604-930-7100 

Cell Phone:  

Email: info@aglg.ca 

Contact through April Lebedoff 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Emergency management is one of the important areas of local government operations that the Auditor 

General for Local Government has worked on in recent months; this session will draw in more detail from the 

findings in recent audits as well the related best practices recommended.  We will cover a range of issues 

including staff training, testing emergency plans, the importance of planning for the recovery phase of any 

emergency, communications and the financial aspects of emergency management.   

 

Session #232 

Wednesday 

11:15am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Michael is the Director, Public Sector Accounting Standards for the Public Sector Accounting Board. 

His role is to be the champion for improving public sector accounting practices across Canada by 

sharing knowledge, encouraging collaboration and leading the development of standards.  

Michael has a broad base of experience based on more than 15 years working in public, private and 

not-for-profit sector organizations. He is a Chartered Professional Accountant and a Certified 

Management Accountant. He holds a B.Comm from Ryerson University and a MBA from the Schulich 

School of Business at York University in Toronto. 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

Annual PSAB Update 

Speaker: Mike Puskaric 

Company/Organization: PSAB 

Phone: (416) 204-3451 

Cell Phone:  

Email: MPuskaric@cpacanada.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
The Annual PSAB update is one of the mainstays of our conference. The session will provide up-to-
date information keeping you current with the current with the recent releases of PSAB and the 
coming proposals. In the end, participants should have the knowledge and skills they need to assess 
new standards and be aware of emerging issues in public sector financial reporting. 
 
 

 

Session #241 

Wednesday  

1:30pm 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Anissia is a Capacity Building Officer at the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. She has a degree in 
Political Science from the University of Ottawa and started her career in International development. 
She worked for the Canadian Institute of Planners, where she managed several capacity building 
initiatives and worked with volunteer across Canada on planning issues including climate change, 
healthy communities, urban design, transportation and housing. In 2017, CIP partnered with FCM to 
deliver an asset management (AM) learning series. Shortly after, Anissia joined the FCM Municipal 
Asset Management Program (MAMP). With the help of AM practitioners, Anissia is facilitating 
workshops across Canada in order to raise awareness and build capacity around AM best practices 
  

 

Notes: Benjamin may participate too 
Jude may be the case study 

 

Session Title: 
 

National Perspective on Asset Management 

Speaker: Anissia Nasr, Ben Kocwarski & Jude Pillainayagam 

Company/Organization: Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

Phone:  

Cell Phone: 613-697-0674 

Email: anasr@fcm.ca 

Contact through Anissia Nasr (343) 925-6425 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Are you familiar with the Federations of Canadian Municipalities’ Municipal Asset Management 
Program (MAMP)? Find out how this eight‐year, 110 million dollar program funded by Infrastructure 
Canada, is supporting Canadian municipalities across all provinces and territories in making informed 
infrastructure investment decisions based on stronger asset management (AM) practices. 
Since its launch in 2017, the program has made incredible progress in reaching small and rural 
municipalities where capacity to implement AM practices is a challenge. Join us for a chance to learn 
about the program’s objectives and its results to date. Hear from a municipality that has received 
direct funding and learn more about the training opportunities being offered across Canada.  
This is also an opportunity to discover new asset management resources and what’s next for the 
program.    
 

Session #242 

Wednesday 

1:30pm 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Elrose Klause is the Controller and Director, Financial Services for the Calary Public Library. During the 
twelve years she has been in this role the Library has experienced significant growth in every area, 
including financial reporting and risk evaluation.  
Elrose has a broad base of experience based on more than 40 years working and volunteering in 
public, private and not-for-profit sector organizations. She is a Chartered Professional Accountant 
and a Certified Management Accountant. She holds a B.Comm and a BA from The University of 
Saskatchewan. 
 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

Library Finance Forum 

Speaker: Elrose Klaus (Moderator) 

Company/Organization: Calgary Public Library 

Phone: (403) 260-2630 

Cell Phone:  

Email: Elrose.Klause@calgarylibrary.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
This Forum is an opportunity for Library Finance officers to discuss any issues of common interest.  

Two of the things that will be discussed are PSAB changes, past and future, and risk and possibly a 

municipal benchmarking initiative. 

 

Session #243 

Wednesday 

1:30pm 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Jamie Black is President of F.H. Black & Company Incorporated. For the last 20 years, he has 
consulted and trained finance officers, auditors & accountants in government, higher education, and 
corporations throughout Canada and the U.S. His work focuses on increasing efficiency & 
effectiveness through the implementation of technology & best practices to ensure that finance 
departments do more with less, do it better than it was done before and do it in less time.  

 

 

Notes: Caseware 

Session Title: 
 

Getting Prepared for the Future of Finance 

Speaker: Jamie Black 

Company/Organization: FH Black and Co 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email:  

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
"You may not realize it yet, but your organization is in the early stages of being hit by massive, 
interconnected and occasionally opposing global changes. These changes are likely not going to 
reach full strength for 10 or 20 years. None the less, it will take time, planning, and some hard work 
to get prepared. If these changes turn out to be as big as predicted, being ready may mean the 
difference between an organization that flourishes and one that struggles. 
This presentation will assist delegates in preparing for imminent changes that will impact finance 
departments and provide numerous, specific strategies that local governments of all sizes can 
employ to thrive in this changing environment". 
 
 

Session #251 

Wednesday 

3:00pm 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Canadian-based Executive, Lee Traill has over 30 years of ERP & HR-Payroll transformational 
leadership. Lee is highly regarded around the globe as a senior Executive Director for transforming 
companies. Lee has proven business expertise in the areas of strategic planning, HR-Payroll, 
financials, transformation & other critical business areas Lee has held senior executive positions with 
SAP and IBM & is currently providing advisory services for ERP & HR / Payroll development projects 
to meet stringent time, cost and quality delivery requirements. 

 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

Modernizing your Legacy Systems: Best Practices for 
Transformational Implementations 

Speaker: Lee Traill 

Company/Organization: Ceridian 

Phone:  

Cell Phone: 416 - 735 9216 

Email: lee.traill@thinkbestpractice.com 

Contact through Lourina Sliwa 

Description of Session (75-100 words)  
“Transforming & Modernizing your Organization’s Legacy Systems to incorporate Best Practices 
across the new digital era implementations. In today’s digital world there are many reasons why 
organizations need to transform & adopt to the modern cloud SaaS technologies. This presentation 
will answer your queries regarding: How to mitigate your risks with today’s modern HR, Payroll & 
ERP digital systems; gain better benefits realizations & your ROI across transformational initiatives 
and avoid disastrous implementations!” 
 

Session #252 

Wednesday 

3:00pm 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Having worked in various industry jobs in Alberta during the early years of his CPA, CMA designation, 
Jason found himself moving to the City of Saskatoon in 2004 where his career in municipal 
government began.   Working with such a diverse corporation such as the City has allowed Jason to 
be exposed to all levels of budgeting and dealing with various committee’s and City Council.  The 
budget forum is intended to initiate conversation and share experiences among participants in order 
to make meaningful connections to bring new perspectives back to the workplace. 
 

 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

Budget Officers Forum 

Speaker: Jason Turnbull (Moderator) 

Company/Organization:  

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email:  

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
This forum is an opportunity for Budget Officers to discuss issues of common interest.  
 
 
 
 
 

Session #253 

Wednesday 

3:00pm 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notes: Wishes to speak to Jamie Black 
 
 

Session Title: 
 

Accounting in the Cloud 

Speaker: Valerie Kelly 

Company/Organization: Oracle Corporation 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: Barry Goerzen <BARRY.GOERZEN@ORACLE.COM> 

Contact through Barry Goerzen 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
 
The City of Fredericton is an early mover going from the traditional legacy On Premise ERP/Finance 
system to a full Software As a Service implementation. The benefits and learnings for the financial 
community by making this strategic Information Technology transformation will be shared with the 
audience. 
 
 

Session #261 

Wednesday 

3:45pm 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Emily Harris is a municipal policy professional specializing in financial governance and alternative 
revenue generation. Her experience includes researching municipal finance policy as an academic at 
Carleton University, the Manager of Policy at the Municipal Finance Officers’ Association, a 
Management and Policy Consultant in the Toronto City Manager’s Office, and then the Budget 
Department, and as Director of The Policy Shop, completing projects for the Ontario Government, 
CAGFO and many local governments.    
 
 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

Maximizing own source Revenue 

Speaker: Emily Harris 

Company/Organization: The Policy Shop 

Phone:  

Cell Phone: (647) 383-9001 

Email: emily@thepolicyshop.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 

Whether or not becoming 100% self-funded is a sustainability goal for your municipality, creative use 
of revenue tools has the potential to unlock the spending power that helps Finance establish itself as 
a key business partner and enabler of other departments’ and Council’s service ambitions. This 
session profiles a number of ways finance staff can think about revenue in order to diversify and 
maximize yield, from the more traditional permission-based and comparative approaches to looking 
at the range of municipal stakeholders’ ability to pay as a starting point and using municipal revenue 
tools as policy tools.  

Session #262 

Wednesday  

3:45pm 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Judy Rogers joined the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority board of directors in December 2017 and was 
named chair in August 2018. She operates her own consulting firm, advising private, public and 
Crown corporations in government affairs and communications. She held the role of city manager of 
the City of Vancouver from 1999 to 2008.  
Ms. Rogers is past chair of the B.C. Assessment Authority, the B.C. Housing Commission and the UBC 
Alumni Association. She is past president of the Institute of Public Administration of Canada and 
served on the board for the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic 
Winter Games. She received the Order of Canada in 2017, and is the recipient of two United Nations 
public service awards. She has a Masters degree in public administration from the University of 
Victoria and an honourary Doctorate of Laws from Capilano University. 
 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

City Manager Perspective on Finance  

Speaker: Judy Rogers 

Company/Organization: City of Vancouver (Retired) 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email:  

Contact through Nancy.Radloff@portvancouver.com 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session #311 

Thursday 

8:30am 

Session #311 

Thursday 

Plenary 

8:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Shayne Kavanagh is the Senior Manager of Research for GFOA and has been a leader in developing 
the practice and technique of long-term financial planning and policies for local government. He 
started GFOA’s long-term financial planning and policy line of research in 2002 and has been working 
with governments on financial planning and policies ever since.  He is the author of a number of 
influential books on financial planning in city government. His forthcoming book, Financial 
Foundations for Thriving Communities, takes a Nobel Prize winning body of work about how to 
sustain commonly owned natural resources and applies it to a community’s commonly owned 
financial resources: the public budget. 

 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

Financially Resilient Communities 

Speaker: Shayne Kavanagh 

Company/Organization: GFOA International 

Phone:  

Cell Phone: (312) 339-4345 

Email: skavanagh@gfoa.org 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Over the past few years GFOA has been researching a new formula for how local governments can 
maintain their financial health and thereby contribute to a thriving community. This new formula is 
based on a Nobel-prize winning body of work about how communities can make better decisions 
about shared resources, such as a public budget. It builds on the concepts of long-term financial 
planning and financial policies. It also raises new concepts that are vital to financial health. This 
overview will introduce you to these financial foundations. 
 

Session #312 

Thursday  

9:15am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
BRIAN SZABO, CPA, CA, is a Partner with BDO Canada LLP, focused on providing auditing and advisory 
services to public sector organizations including municipalities, colleges and universities, health 
authorities, school boards and other provincial crown corporations, as well as numerous not-for-
profit organizations. He also provides auditing services to private companies, primarily in the real 
estate sector. Brian is a member of the CPABC PD Advisory Committee for Accounting and Audit and 
the Not-for-Profit Advisory Committee to the Accounting Standards Board. He is also a Director and 
Board Chair of the North Vancouver Chamber of Commerce. 
 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

Accounting for Asset Retirement Obligations 

Speaker: Brian Szabo 

Company/Organization: BDO 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: bszabo@bdo.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
PS 3280 Asset Retirement Obligations becomes effective for year-ends beginning on or after April 1, 
2021. The standard may significantly impact the carrying values of assets currently controlled, and 
acquired in the future, by public sector organizations. Accounting for solid waste landfill obligations 
will also be significantly impacted as the methodology will be substantially different. This session will 
cover the high-level impacts and provide a basic approach to preparing for adoption of the new 
standard. 
 

Session #321 

Thursday 

10:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Michael is the Director, Public Sector Accounting Standards for the Public Sector Accounting Board. 
His role is to be the champion for improving public sector accounting practices across Canada by 
sharing knowledge, encouraging collaboration and leading the development of standards.  
 
Michael has a broad base of experience based on more than 15 years working in public, private and 
not-for-profit sector organizations. He is a Chartered Professional Accountant and a Certified 
Management Accountant. He holds a B.Comm from Ryerson University and a MBA from the Schulich 
School of Business at York University in Toronto. 
 

 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

PSAB 101 – An introduction for new users 

Speaker: Mike Puskaric 

Company/Organization: PSAB 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: MPuskaric@cpacanada.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Are you a new user of the PSAB Handbook? Is your organization or First Nations now required to 
report under Public Sector standards. This session will provide an overview of the major changes you 
are likely to face and offer an opportunity to get your questions answered. 
 

Session #322 

Thursday  

10:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Kenny Fung joined the New Westminster Police Department (NWPD) in 2001 and holds the position 
of Network Administrator. Kenny holds a Bachelor of Science (Computer Science) from the University 
of BC.  Before joining the NWPD he worked as a Network Administrator for the North Vancouver 
Detachment of the RCMP, and as a Junior Network Administrator at BC Hydro. 
 
Mark Wilson joined the New Westminster Police Department (NWPD) in 2007 and holds the position 
of Comptroller. Mark manages the financial affairs of the department and is responsible for the 
administration of budgets, financial planning, internal controls, external contracts and audit 
management.  Before joining the NWPD he worked in finance positions with City of Quesnel, City of 
Delta, after the Delta Police Department. 
In his spare time, Mark sits on the Board of Directors for two charities and volunteers his time for a 
number of others. 
 

 

Notes: More information to come. 

Session Title: 
 

Dealing with a ransomware attack 

Speaker: Mark Wilson and Kenny Fung 

Company/Organization: New Westminster Police Department 

Phone:  

Cell Phone: (604) 230-9710 

Email: MWILSON@NWPolice.org 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
The New Westminster Police Department suffered a ransom-ware cyber-attack which encrypted 
many of their data files. Fortunately, the IT department had multiple backup strategies in place and 
were able to recover without paying any ransom. However, this took time and effort to recover, and 
many lessons were learned which can be passed on in this session. 
 

Session #323 

Thursday 

10:30am 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Chun is a transportation engineer with a background in planning, operations, and design. He has 

provided technical guidance related to community development, parking, major road developments, 

and regional mobility initiatives. Chun is currently advising clients on how to best optimize capital to 

achieve mobility goals with a lens on technology, emerging mobility services, and data analytics.  

 

 

Notes: Info from Ila Sutherland 

 
 

Session Title: 
 

Mobility Technology and the Impacts on Operating 
Revenue. 

Speaker: Chun Man 

Company/Organization: Urban systems 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: cman@urbansystems.ca 

Contact through Ila Sutherland 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
We are at the outset of a transportation revolution that rivals the coming of the streetcar in the 19th 
century and the automobile in the 20th century. Advances in telecommunications and socio-
behavioural shifts have already led to exponential growth of services such as carsharing and 
ridehailing (i.e. Uber). Autonomous Vehicle (AV) technology is rapidly emerging and is poised to 
represent a US$42B global market by 2025. The AV revolution will have significant impacts on urban 
infrastructure that will be explored in this presentation. Understanding these potential impacts and 
when they are likely to occur is critical when considering today’s major capital investments and 
managing existing assets. 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
 
The Honourable Mary Collins PC  is currently is the  President of the BC Association of Police Boards 

and  a member of the Saanich Police Board.  Previously, while living in Vancouver, she served for six 

years on the Vancouver Police Board including two years as Vice Chair.  

Her career has spanned the public, private and not for profit sectors and for nine years (1984-93) she 

was a Member of Parliament for Capilano Howe Sound, BC.  She was a Minister in the Federal 

Cabinet holding the positions of Associate Minister of National Defence, Status of Women, Western 

Economic Diversification and Health and Welfare.  

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

“Police Funding – Challenges and Opportunities” 

Speaker: Mary Collins 

Company/Organization: BC Association of Police Boards 

Phone: 778 828 0319 

Cell Phone:  

Email: mmdcollins@hotmail.com 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
 
One of the largest expenditures of any municipality is for policing whether for a municipal police 
force or for the RCMP. Increasing costs for policing are worrying for police departments, municipal 
councils and the public.  Why are they continuing to rise and are there any measures that can be 
taken to constrain these increases? This presentation will highlight some of the reasons behind 
policing costs and some of initiatives that are being considered in some jurisdictions to deal with 
them.   
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Stacia Kean has been actively involved in the community economic development sector for over ten 

years. As Director of CESO’s Indigenous Services, she is a dedicated leader determined to nurture 

knowledge-sharing relationships between CESO and Indigenous peoples in Canada. Her work in 

micro-finance and peer lending models, as well as distance learning and business training, has built 

capacity in women and youth in remote communities across Canada, and has been recognized by 

various renowned organizations. Her extensive volunteer work has included numerous appointments 

to Boards and Steering Committees.  

 

 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

GFOA without Borders – volunterring with First 
Nations 

Speaker: Stacia Kean 

Company/Organization: CESO 

Phone:  

Cell Phone: 647-309-5105 

Email: skean@ceso-saco.com 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Stacia’s presentation will give a brief introduction to CESO, a not-for-profit organization focusing on 

economic development by growing sustainable, inclusive businesses, and strengthening government 

infrastructure. As the Director of CESO’s Indigenous Services, Stacia will illustrate volunteering 

opportunities with CESO in Northern and remote Indigenous communities through its 

comprehensive mentorship program 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words).  
Chris Adams, is the President if Engaged Public (Balancing Act) and he has worked in public policy 

and facilitation for over 25 years. His work has focused primarily on health and health care, but 

he has also supported policy development in education and natural resources. 

 

 

Notes: Awaiting bio from Max 

Session Title: 
 

Budget Transparency and Citizen Engagement 

Speaker: Max Parkinson and Chris Adams 

Company/Organization: Questica 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: mparkinson@questica.com 

Contact through Wendy McLean-Cobban  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Today’s government agencies are challenged to increase awareness and build trust with citizens 

by ensuring the continued delivery of programs and services while dealing with funding 

challenges and antiquated operational processes and systems. One factor that impacts this 

connection is the level of confidence and trust that citizens have in the information and data 

being presented to them by their city, town, county or agency. Learn how to encourage citizen 

participation, build trust and generate awareness regarding government priorities and fiscal 

plans. Benefits to budget transparency and engagement include:  1) improving trust and 

perception of your agency by giving citizens access to data about those services 2) deliver better 

budgeting and prioritization for public budget expenditures through citizen input, 3) develop more 

informed policy and increased administrative efficiencies within departments, and 4) create new 

opportunities for governments to collaborate with citizens and businesses.  
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Stewart Bruce is Senior Funding Advisor - Financial with the City of Edmonton since 2010. He is 

responsible for development of funding sources & implementation of funding strategies for 

large capital infrastructure projects from provincial & federal funding programs. Examples are 

LRT, Yellowhead Trail, Riverine Flood Mitigation, Community Resilience. 

Stewart has held senior finance positions with the Alberta Government, KPMG, ATCO Gas 

and in private industry. 

Stewart is a Chartered Professional Accountant, Certified General Accountant and holds a 

Master of Business Administration.  
 

 

Notes:  
 

 

 

 

Session Title: 
 

Grants: Formulating Funding Strategies to Increasing 
Municipal Needs 
 

Speaker: Stewart Bruce 

Company/Organization: City of Edmonton 

Phone: (780) 423-2537 

Cell Phone:  

Email: stewart.bruce@edmonton.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
 
Do you have large, strategic level projects that require policy options to maximize capital grant 
revenues? The City of Edmonton wants to share its experience with: 

1. Providing strategic advice and counsel to senior management and corporate business areas 
to advance new funding initiatives that support corporate direction setting and investment 
requirements. 

2. Working with internal business areas, to lead and facilitate the development of inter-
municipal funding submissions and agreements, as well as to advance regional initiatives. 

3. Developing strong working relationships with officials from the other orders of government. 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Todd Pugh started his local government career in 1994, as a professional weed-whacker with the 
Regional District of Fraser-Cheam’s Parks Department. Twenty-five years later, Todd is the Executive 
Director of CivicInfo BC, a Victoria-based not-for-profit information and data service.   
At CivicInfo BC, Todd has helped to develop many innovative services including the country’s largest 
local government job boards, an online municipal statistics service, and the first province-wide 
municipal election results reporting system in Canada.   

 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

Horn-Rimmed Glasses Not Required: Tips for 
Recruiting and Retaining CFOs 

Speaker: Todd Pugh 

Company/Organization: Civic jobs.ca 

Phone: 250-383-4898 

Cell Phone:  

Email: tpugh@civicinfo.bc.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Kids don't grow up with dreams of becoming a municipal Chief Financial Officer. And old CFO 
stereotypes, possibly involving horn-rimmed glasses and pocket protectors, don't hold much appeal 
for recent university graduates. So what, collectively, can we do to attract and retain talented 
professionals? 
For possible answers, you won't want to miss this interactive session with Todd Pugh from CivicInfo 
BC. During the hour, Todd will share his insights and perspectives, drawing on years of data collected 
from CivicInfo BC's national "CivicJobs.ca" job board. Delegates will also be encouraged to share their 
own stories, from wild successes to miserable failures. Come prepared to talk! 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Brian Beveridge, CMC, is an accomplished consultant with an exceptional ability to understand and 
bridge the worlds of business and IT to determine effective approaches to complex and ambiguous 
problems. He has more than 34 years of industry experience within Canada, the U.S., Europe and 
Australia, managing projects that involve complex interactions with clients, vendors and service 
delivery teams. They often involve the development and ownership of ‘net new’ technology 
intellectual property. His project experience has been applied nationally and internationally with 
high-profile clients such as Hewlett-Packard, IBM, Procter and Gamble, Johnson and Johnson, federal 
and provincial governments in Canada and public sector agencies in the U.S. and Europe. 
Brian’s most recent activities have involved becoming a subject matter expert in cryptocurrencies and 
Distributed Ledger Technologies (DLT), i.e., Blockchain. 
 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

"How Blockchain Technology can provide 
Opportunities for Municipalities" 

Speaker: Brian Beveridge 

Company/Organization: MNP 

Phone: 204.775.4531 

Cell Phone:  

Email: Brian.Beveridge@mnp.ca 

Contact through Heather Harms 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Interest in blockchain is exploding across Canada and around the world as business and technology 
leaders continue to discover new and innovative uses for this ground-breaking technology. 
Disruption doesn't need to be debilitating - it's an opportunity. Join in on the curiosity with this 
session which explains everything you and your municipality might want to know about Blockchain 
(distributed ledger technology) and how it can provide opportunities for speeding up and 
streamlining processes in Municipalities. Attendees will gain significant value from this exclusive 
learning opportunity - whether they need a high-level introduction to blockchain or are looking to 
level-up their existing knowledge.  With extensive background, short- and long-term outlook and 
specific real-world municipal applications such as land titling and tax deferral streamlining, it is 
essential for anyone looking to stay ahead of the curve in today's new technology landscape.    
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
After several years of working in the private sector, Lorrie made the switch to the Public Sector and 
has been working for the City of Regina since 1995. Her first experience with PSAB was being co-lead 
of a very small team that moved the City to PSAB compliance back in 1998 and she’s been hooked 
ever since. (She has even been known to say she loves PSAB). 
 She has held numerous positions over the years but always manages to keep Public Sector 
Accounting as part of her portfolio. Even though Finance has often been seen as a supporting area or 
"in the background" she believes the changing role of the finance officer means that finance officers 
can be, and need to be, taking a lead role in shaping the future of their public sector organizations.  
Lorrie has been involved with accounting boards since 1997 starting with her legacy designation as a 
CGA, then with the SK Government Officers group, with the CAGFO board since 2010 and now is a 
member of the recently formed Public Financial Management Advisory Committee.   

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

PSAB Forum 

Speaker: Lorrie Schmallenberg, CPA, CGA (Moderator) 

Company/Organization:  

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: LSCHMALE@regina.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
This forum is a chance for practitioners to discuss issues of common interest. Items arising from the 
annual PSAB update can be discussed in more detail as PSAB staff will be present Also 
representatives of the group that has been getting together online to discuss exposure drafts will be 
present and encouraging more participation. 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Emily Harris is a municipal policy professional specializing in financial governance and alternative 
revenue generation. Her experience includes researching municipal finance policy as an academic at 
Carleton University, the Manager of Policy at the Municipal Finance Officers’ Association, a 
Management and Policy Consultant in the Toronto City Manager’s Office, and then the Budget 
Department, and as Director of The Policy Shop, completing projects for the Ontario Government, 
CAGFO and many local governments.    
 

 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

Asset Management Working group 

Speaker: Emily Harris (Moderator) 

Company/Organization:  

Phone:  

Cell Phone: (647) 383-9001 

Email: emily@thepolicyshop.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
This forum is an opportunity for Asset Managers to discuss issues of common interest.  
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
 
Mark Wilson joined the New Westminster Police Department (NWPD) in 2007 and holds the position 
of Comptroller. Mark manages the financial affairs of the department and is responsible for the 
administration of budgets and financial planning, business services, risk management, and audit 
management.  Before joining the NWPD he worked in finance positions with City of Quesnel, City of 
Delta, after the Delta Police Department. In his spare time, Mark sits on the Board of Directors for 
two charities and volunteers his time for a number of others. 
 

 

 

Notes:  

 

Session Title: 
 

Police Finance Forum 

Speaker: Mark Wilson (Moderator) 

Company/Organization: City of New Westminster Police Department 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email:  

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
 
This is an opportunity for Police Finance Officers to bring their issues to a forum with their 
colleugues. 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Tim Duhamel is the founder and president of Bloom Centre of Municipal Education. He is a municipal 
veteran whose career has spanned over 21 years as a finance manager, GM and CAO.  His passion is 
creating educational material and delivering lectures for municipal professionals. He has lectured as 
far away as Kiev, Ukraine for the Federation of Canadian Municipalities.  Bloom CME the lead creator 
of education material and course delivery for GFOA Alberta. 
 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

Budgeting strategies for a complex world   
 

Speaker: Tim Duhamel 

Company/Organization: Bloom CME Inc 

Phone: 780.932.8254 
 

Cell Phone:  

Email: Tim.Duhamel@bloomcme.com 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
The business of municipal government has become increasingly challenging and complex. Drivers 
such as global economics, population growth, infrastructure deficits and inflation all combine to 
create budget challenges for today’s municipalities. Tim’s session will address the municipal budget 
challenge in the modern world. Covered - proven and effective strategies to overcome complex 
challenges through Operating and Capital Budgets.  Strategic budgeting, priority based budgeting, 
Bloom municipal scan concepts will be discussed.    
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
 
Bill has been serving local government clients for over 35 years – providing audit and advisory 
services.  He has written articles and presented to various local government-related organizations 
including the Canadian Association of Government Finance Officers, the Government Finance Officers 
Association, the Local Government Management Association of BC, and various CPABC workshops 
and training. 
Bill has also been a member of the Public Sector Accounting Board since 2014 and prior to that a 
member of PSAB Task Forces. 
 

 

 

Notes: Panel: 
 
Heather Taylor – City of Toronto 
Jared Thomas – MNP 
Shayne Kavanagh – GFOA 
Lorrie Schmalenburg – City of Regina (Tentative) 

Session Title: 
 

Disruption Panel 

Speaker: Bill Cox, BDO Moderator 

Company/Organization: BDO 

Phone: (604) 688-5421 

Cell Phone:  

Email: BCox@bdo.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
Over the course of this conference, delegates will have heard many examples of the disruption they 
can expect in the areas of transportation, technology, citizen demands and climate change among 
others. This panel of practitioners: a consultant and an educator will discuss disruption, evaluate how 
it will impact municipal finance and make suggestions of what we should do in the short medium and 
long-term. 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Notes:  

Session Title: 
 

AGM 

Speaker: Noreen Kassam (President and Chair) 

Company/Organization: City of Burnaby 

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email:  

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
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Jean-François joined Scotiabank in 2015 as Senior Vice President and Chief Economist. He leads a 
team of Economists to support Scotiabank’s domestic and international business lines and clients 
from retail to capital markets, providing Scotiabank’s senior executives, business lines and customers 
with perspectives, insights and forecasts on economic, financial market and policy developments.  
Prior to joining Scotiabank, Jean-François held prominent roles with the federal government, the 
Bank of Canada, the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

 

 

Notes: Economics.Admin@scotiabank.com 
nancy.kerr@scotiabank.com 
 
 

Session Title: 
 

Canadian Economic Update 

Speaker: Jean-François Perrault, chief economist at Scotiabank 

Company/Organization:  

Phone:  

Cell Phone:  

Email: jean-francois.perrault@scotiabank.com 
 

Contact through mike.dunnigan@scotiabank.com 

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
This session is a mainstay of our conference. Each year, one of the country’s top economists will 
analyse the state of the Canadian economy in a world context and outline what we can expect for 
the coming year. This year we are honoured to host Jean-François Perrault, chief economist at 
Scotiabank. 
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Speaker Biography (75-100 words) 
Senator Mobina Jaffer, QC. was born to a South Indian family living in Kampala, Uganda, and arrived 
in Vancouver in 1975 after she and her family were exiled from Uganda. Today, she represents British 
Columbia in the Senate of Canada. 
 

 

 

Notes:  

 

 

 

Session Title: 
 

From Refugee to Senate (Provisional Title) 

Speaker: Mobina Jaffer 

Company/Organization: Canadian Senate 

Phone: (613) 992-0189 

Cell Phone:  

Email: Mobina.Jaffer@sen.parl.gc.ca 

Contact through  

Description of Session (75-100 words) 
 
Senator Jaffer has experienced many disruptions in her life from an early age. She has risen to the 
highest echelons of Canadian political life. She has turned adversity into opportunities; but 
disruptions continue............... 
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Friday 

11:15am 

 



 

 


